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emission limits for affected process vents at the facility can be
attained by a control device involving vapor recovery at an
efficiency less than 95 weight percent.  A statement provided by
the control device manufacturer or vendor certifying that the
control equipment meets the design specifications may be used
to comply with this requirement.

A detailed description of sampling and monitoring procedures,
including sampling and monitoring locations in the system, the
equipment to be used, sampling and monitoring frequency and
planned analytical procedures for sample analysis must also be
included in the operating record.

The owner or operator designating any components of a
closed-vent system as unsafe to monitor must record in a log
that is kept in the facility operating record the identification of
closed-vent system components that are designated as unsafe to
monitor, an explanation for each closed-vent system component
stating why the closed-vent system component is unsafe to
monitor, and the plan for monitoring each closed-vent system
component.

When a leak is detected in the closed-vent system, the
instrument identification number and the closed-vent system
component identification number must be recorded along with
the operator name, initials or identification number.  The date
the leak was repaired, the date of first attempt to repair the leak
and the date of successful repair of the leak must also be
recorded.  The maximum instrument reading measured by
Method 21 of 40 CFR part 60, Appendix A after it is
successfully repaired or determined to be nonrepairable must
also be recorded.  If a repair was not completed within 15
calendar days, the reason for delay must be recorded.  The
owner or operator must have a written procedure that identifies
the conditions that justify a delay of repair.  In such cases,
reasons for delay may be documented by citing the relevant
section of the written procedure.

Reporting requirements exist for permitted facilities which are
subject to Subpart AA standards.  A semiannual report which
identifies the facility by EPA identification number, facility name,
and facility address must be submitted to the Regional
Administrator.  For each month during the semiannual reporting
period that a control device exceeded or operated outside of
requirements of the Subpart AA standards, the report must
describe the duration and cause of the exceedance and any
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corrective action that was taken.  If no control devices
exceeded or operated outside of the requirements of the
Subpart AA standards, no report is necessary.

Subpart AA applies specifically to process vents associated
with distillation, fractionation, thin-film evaporation, solvent
extraction, or air/steam stripping operations subject to a permit.
Because of the recycling provisions, operations such as the
distillation of hazardous waste at generator facilities are
generally exempt from permitting, with the practical effect that
Subpart AA is generally only applicable at TSD facilities.  While
the applicability of Subpart Aa is limited, it is important to note
that subsequent requirements of Subparts BB and CC refer
back to the control device standards of Subpart AA.

One of the issues that has arisen in recent years is the issue of
whether groundwater treatment units are subject to the RCRA
organic air emission standards.  Many believe that air strippers
fall under the wastewater treatment unit exemption outlined in
40 CFR §264.1(g)(6). The June 21, 1990 preamble to the
RCRA Subpart AA & BB Rule does make reference to
wastewater treatment tanks as defined under 40 CFR § 260.10
being excluded from applicabilityto these two Subparts. But,
this is not the case when remediating groundwater in air
stripping operations.  40 CFR §260.10 defines wastewater
treatment units as receiving or treating an influent wastewater
that is classified as hazardous waste as defined in 40 CFR
§261.3.  However, 40 CFR §261.3 does not address
environmental media such as groundwater.  Environmental
media are not solid wastes.  The Agency’s position is that
mixtures of environmental media and listed hazardous wastes
must be managed as if they were hazardous wastes, an
interpretation other words referred to as the “contained-in”
policy and upheld in Federal court (ref. Chemical Waste
Management Inc. v. U.S. EPA, 869 F.2d 1526; D.C. Cir.
1989).  In summary, groundwater is not a hazardous waste and
does not meet the criteria of 40 CFR §261.3.  Thus, an air
stripper treating groundwater contaminated with volatile organic
compounds does not meet the definition of a wastewater
treatment unit as mentioned in the 1990 preamble to the
Subpart AA & BB Rule and is not excluded from applicability
to the RCRA Organic Air Emission Standards.  In accordance
with the “Contained-in Policy”, a corrective action unit treating
groundwater contaminated with a listed hazardous waste should
be addressed as a hazardous waste management unit - not as a
wastewater treatment unit.

3.6 Implementation Issues Associated
with the Subpart AA Regulations

To view  the  “Overview of the Subpart
AA, BB and CC Regulations” presenta-
tion from the EPA Region 4 RCRA Or-
ganic Air Emission Standards Permit and
Compliance Training.

Test your knowledge of the Subpart AA
regulations using the Subpart AA Case
Study.


